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Editorial

Dear Readers, dear Members,

It is my pleasure to announce the exciting news of Qatar’s success
and to congratualte Qatar to host the FIFA World Cup 2022 as the
first Arab country ever to stage this event, as has been decided on
December 2nd, 2010, in Zurich. Despite its small population and the
soaring heat expected for the months of play, Qatar made its bet
and beat promising challenger states. Following the sparkling award
of the FIFA World Cup 2022, HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad
Al-Thani, Chairman of the Bid Committee, pledged to invest USD
3 bn on nine new and three older stadiums using solar technology
to cool down the temperatures, as well as another USD 20 bn on
infrastructure. This makes evident the current dynamic develop-
ments in the Near and Middle East which Qatar finds itself in the
midst of. 

In this edition, we cover many remarkable economic activities and
interesting topics concerning the energetic State of Qatar. One of
the highlights is the state’s ambitious National Vision for 2030, such
as tremendous investments in electricity infrastructure and water
supply management, spending in the Qatar Science and 
Technology Park (QSTP), the New Doha International Airport and
other projects. Also, especially worth mentioning is the country’s
great potential in the field of construction business, leading to an 
expected annual growth rate of 12% between 2010 and 2014. As
part of the huge number of construction projects, the EXPO REAL
2010 in Munich offered a great opportunity to showcase Qatar’s
most striving ‘Musheirab’-project, namely the world’s first sustain-
able downtown regeneration project.

I hope you will enjoy this edition of Qatar German Business Forum
and wish you a pleasant reading.

With kind regards,

Helene Rang
QATAR-GERMAN-BUSINESS-FORUM

H.E. Christian Wulff, President of the Federal Republic of Germany and 
H.E.  Abdulrahman Mohamed Sulaiman Al-Khulaifi, Ambassador of the State
of Qatar to Germany

On Wednesday, September 15th, 2010, the 
German Federal President H.E. Christian Wulff re-

ceived the Ambassador of the State of Qatar, H.E. Ab-
dulrahman Al-Khulaifi, for bilateral talks in his office in
Bellevue Palace in Berlin. The main aspect of His Ex-
cellency’s visit to Bellevue Palace was to discuss issues
and developments of international as well as regional
character. The talks aimed at further strengthening the
friendly bilateral ties between Germany and the State of
Qatar, which have created a good tradition of mutual
political visits and exemplary bilateral trade in recent
years.

As stated by the German Federal Minister of Econo-
mics and Technology, H.E. Dr. Rainer Brüderle, econo-
mic ties between Germany and Qatar are excellent and
offer good opportunities for developments on both
sides. As Qatar investments in Germany have shown,
the country is considered an extremely  attractive loca-
tion in the EU, just as reciprocally planned investments
by German companies in the state of Qatar, including
the sectors of energy and infrastructure, provide great
opportunities for small and medium sized businesses.

The meeting of H.E. Abdulrahman Al-Khulaifi and 
H.E. Christian Wulff attaches great importance to 
further improving business relations between 
Germany and the State of Qatar and furthermore 
provides an essential aspect for successful future 
developments of business relations between the GCC
region and countries of the European Union.

Qatari Ambassador 
H.E. Abdulrahman Al-Khulaifi meets

German President H.E. Christian Wulff
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continued from page 1

Adream came true for football fans in Qatar and
throughout the whole region: Qatar will host the

FIFA World Cup 2022. 

Today we will celebrate, but tomorrow  the work begins.
We acknowledge that there is a lot of work ahead, but
we promise that we will deliver. We will deliver with a lot
of passion and make sure that this is a  milestone in
the history of Middle East and the history of FIFA. So
thank you again for making this dream to come true and
I hope to see you all at the opening match in 2022.”
These are the words of H.E. Sheikh Mohammed bin
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, Chairman of Qatar's bid to
stage the 2022 FIFA World Cup. With a population of
just under one and a half million, he believes one of
Qatar’s great attractions would be exactly its compact-
ness. Compared with many of the large nations who
have previously hosted the World Cup, Qatar is
geographically relatively small. The close proximity of
its stadiums and venues to one another would mean
that officials, the media and fans would not have to take
flights or travel long distances between them. 

Qatar also plans to improve its transport infrastructure
as a whole, with projects like the New Doha Inter-
national Airport, due for completion shortly, and the
metro rail network projects to be implemented and
completed over the next few years.All the stadiums
shall be connected to a new and effective metro
network currently being planned by Deutsche Bahn AG.
The New Doha International Airport which is due to
open in 2011 aims to provide high levels of service and
state-of-the-art facilities,   highlighting Doha as a trans-
port hub. Superfluous to mention that the presence of
this world renowned event will bring the Qatari tourism
sector a huge step forward as well as giving the region

Al-Wakrah Stadium

Al-Shamal Stadium

Al-Khor Stadium Al Rayyan Stadium
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an enormous confidence boost. Adding to the practical
advantages of the hosting of the Football World Cup
2022 in Qatar, football fans around the world will be
able to enjoy the competition at a   comfortable time
thanks to Qatar’s favourable time zone. Communica-
tions Director of the Qatar 2022 Bid Committee, Nasser
Al Khater, claimed that Qatar has the potential to
attract as many as 3.2 billion viewers at prime time. 

Qatar has previously hosted global sporting events, but
never in the summer. A new cooling system, which is
being developed with the help of German engineers,
dispels all doubts about crippling Qatari summer
temperatures which can reach up to 40°C and usually
do not drop below 30°C. 

The plan is to build nine new fully air-conditioned
open-air stadiums, both on the pitch and in the
spectator area, that work using solar power.
Solar thermal collectors and photovoltaic panels on the
outside of the stadiums and on their roofs will store
energy from the abundant Qatari sun. It will be used to
cool water, which in turn will cool air before it is blown
through the stadium, keeping temperatures below
26°C. 

This is said to be the first time that these technologies
will combined to keep a stadium cool. Stadium seats
will be cooled using air pumped at the spectator ankle
zone at a temperature of 18°C, guaranteeing a layed-
back spectacle for the football fans. In addition, the
photovoltaic panels will export electricity to Qatar's
national grid, which will make the cooling system
carbon neutral and thereby highly exemplary on the
ecological level. 

The State of Qatar is planning to invest 2.3 bn US-$
into the event. 

Doha Port Stadium

Umm Salal Stadium

Al-Gharafa Stadium Qatar University Stadium
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German exports to Qatar rise to more than EUR 1 bn

The Federal Republic
of Germany again

ranks second among the
State of Qatar’s largest
exporting countries. With
exports worth more than
EUR 1 bn Germany could
also show its Qatari part-
ner, that it “has overcome
the worst economic crisis
after the Second World
War and is surging ahead
in the economic field with
a stable euro”, German
Ambassador to the State
of Qatar H.E. Anne Ruth Herkes said
during the celebrations of Germany’s
National Day on 3rd October 2010 in
Doha. 

The Minister of Culture, Arts and He-
ritage H.E. Dr. Hamad bin Abdulaziz al
Kuwari attended the celebrations as a
special guest.

Addressing a large number of hon-
ourable guests, H.E. Anne Ruth
Herkes said that the relations between
the two countries were getting stronger
after the recent visit of German Chan-
cellor H.E. Dr. Angela Merkel to Qatar
in May 2010 and the return visit by the
Emir H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al
Thani to Germany in September.

Furthermore, the ambas-
sador praised the impor-
tant political and eco-
nomic role of Qatar in the
region and beyond. H.E.
Anne Ruth Herkes said
that Qatar was a role
model for many coun-
tries, politically in its func-
tion as a successful
mediator in regional con-
flicts and economically as
a trustworthy business
partner and an important
global player. 

State representatives and officials also
celebrated Germany’s National Day
dedicated to the country’s re-unification
20 years ago and symbolising  the end
of the Cold War conflict in Europe. It
was the first National Day celebrations
for H.E. Anne Ruth Herkes since she
became Ambassador in July 2010.

2nd from left: H.E. Dr. Hamad bin Abdulaziz al Kuwari, Minister of Culture, Arts and Heri-
tage of the State of Qatar and H.E. Anne Ruth Herkes, Ambassador of the Federal Repu-
blic of Germany to the State of Qatar

Qatar’s Foreign Trade

Qatar’s Foreign Trade
(billion US $)

2007 % 2008 % 2009* %

Import 19,8 +33,8 25,1 +26,8 20,9 -16,9

Export 41,5 +21,8 54,9 +32,3 33,3 -39,4

Balance +21,7 +29,8 +12,4

*Estimation

Germany’s Foreign Trade 
with Qatar

(billion EUR)

2008 % 2009 % January - June

2010 %*

German Imports
from Qatar

0,03 +56,9 0,07 +119,0 0,05 +176,9

German Exports to
Qatar

1,60 +43,4 1,07 -32,8 0,45 -22,2

Balance +1,56 +1,00 +0,40

*by comparison to previous year’s period

EU Foreign Trade 
with Qatar

(billion EUR)

2008 % 2009 % January - June

2010 %*

EU Imports from
Qatar

2,92 +57,5 3,20 +9,6 3,09 +121,6

Eu Exports to Qatar 6,62 +5,7 5,31 -19,7 2,31 -18,6

Balance +3,70 +2,11 -0,78

*by comparison to previous year’s period

Source: Germany Trade & Invest
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Small and Medium Enterprises
(SMEs) are being regarded as key

in diversifying the industrial base of the
Qatari economy. Despite an increasing
level of output over the last three deca-
des, the GDP in Qatar has remained at
a level lower than expected. To coun-
ter this, Qatar is striving to increase its
number of SMEs and boost GDP.
In April this year, a big step towards this
goal was achieved through an agree-
ment signed between the Qatar 
Development Bank (QDB) and Qatar
National Bank (QNB). This agreement
has been described as the first of its
kind in Qatar and will see the two banks
cooperating in a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU), “Al Dhameen”,
a loan assurance program for SMEs in

Qatar. Al Dhameen program aimed at
stimulating lending to SMEs and 
improving accessibility of loans for
SMEs. The project is to be gradually 
introduced to all banks operational in
Qatar starting with the QNB. 

Executive President of Qatar Develop-
ment Bank, Mansour Bin Ibrahim Al
Mahmoud, remarked that the bank
could expect to receive as many as 200
applications for setting up SMEs in the
first year of the agreement, amounting
to as much as QAR 280 million. By the
fifth year, he predicted 1,400 SMEs
amounting to QAR 2 billion. According
to Saeed Mubarak Al Kuwari, Director
of the Industrial Development Organi-
zation at the Ministry of Energy and 

Industry, reported the present number
of SMEs in Qatar to have reached 528,
employing around 37,000 workers and
amounting to QAR 280 million. 

The QDB also announced in May this
year its goal of boosting SMEs in the
fisheries sector. Now, loans of up to
QAR 250,000 per “dhow” (a traditional
Arabic sailing vessel) are available,
with a maximum of QAR 750,000 for 3
dhows owned by one person. 

These initiatives are viewed as key in
realising the Qatar National Vision
2030, aiming to transform Qatar into a
nation capable of sustainable 
development with a high standard of 
living for its population. 

Small and medium business boost

Qatar Foundation plans to open two new research centres
Qatar Foundation (QF) has recently

unveiled plans for two new re-
search centres to be implemented over
the next few years. The Qatar Biobank
(a cryogenic storage facility to archive
biological samples) will aid the key 
application of genetic and personalised
medication in the country. The Qatar
Cardiovascular Research Institute will
operate as an important research and
technique provider in the medical field.
The institute will aim to improve the car-
diovascular health of patients and bring
together the efforts of practitioners in
the field. Both Centres are part of the
Qatar Science & Technology Park
(QSTP) project, nearing its first phase
of completion. Within this project the re-
search institutes belong to the frame-
work of the QF’s Biomedical Research
Institute.

The Qatar Biobank is being jointly de-
veloped by Qatar Foundation (QF), Su-
preme Council of Health (SCH) and
Imperial College London. According to
the agreement signed between QF,
SCH and Imperial College London the
first three years will be spent estab-
lishing facilities and protocols and stan-
dard research procedures. After this

time, the Institute will be solely mana-
ged and run by SCH. It aims to have
around 100,000 participants within the
next six years. The Biobank plans on
gathering data on Qatar and South-
East Asian populations. This data will
include biometric measurements, life-
styles, environmental exposure and
biochemical analysis of blood samples. 

The research subjects are planned to
be observed for several years in order
to make breakthroughs and discoveries
concerning biomarkers – a term des-
cribing factors in the human body which
may be used to predict a disease be-
fore its onset. The Biobank will begin
with a pilot program of 2,000 participants
and hopes to improve public health in
Qatar making use of latest screening
and data analysis technologies.

The Qatar Cardiovascular Research In-
stitute, the first research centre of QF’s
Biomedical Research Institute, is being
established in cooperation with QAL
Advanced Cardiovascular Network and
will operate as an important research
and technique provider in the medical
field. The institute will aim to improve
the cardiovascular health of patients

and bring together the efforts of practi-
tioners in the field. QF President, Dr.
Fathy Saoud remarked that the QCRC
will be key in achieving Qatar’s goal of
achieving health care and practices in
the region. It is hoped that the QCRC
will carve out an international reputa-
tion in the cardiovascular research
field. It intends to created registries for
patient suffering from cardiovascular
diseases and to better understand the
role genetics plays in cardiovascular
diseases and focus on detection and
state-of-the-art management of heart
failure. Furthermore, in following pha-
ses of the project, more diverse studies
will be performed such as studies into
genetic heart diseases.

Qatar Foundation’s Biomedical Re-
search Institute aims to offer Qatari
scientists unique opportunities to inte-
grate and align and unify biomedical re-
search in Qatar, furthering Qatar as an
internationally important research hub.
The Qatar Foundation has also stated
that its goal is, through these new cen-
tres, to develop the spectrum of high
quality research in Qatar and develop
more opportunities for capacity building
in the field of research. 



Saudi Arabia, Abu
Dhabi and Qatar

continue to harbor the
greatest potential for the
construction industry in
the GCC market, ac-
cording to Deloitte Mid-
dle East’s GCC Powers
of Construction 2010.
Saudi Arabia currently
has a 38% share of the
total construction proj-
ects with USD 624 bn
worth of projects
planned or underway. 

In 2011 alone, the king-
dom is expected to
launch contracts worth USD 86 bn. The
United Arab Emirates has a 36% share
of the total construction projects in the
region, worth USD 958 bn. Between
2010 and 2014 the UAE construction
industry is expected to grow by a com-
pound annual growth rate (CAGR) of
9.6%. 

Qatar, with 15%, has a smaller per-
centage of the total construction proj-
ects in the GCC, at the same time it is
estimated to see its construction indus-
try grow by a CAGR of 12%. This
year’s publication examined govern-
ment spending, public infrastructure,
going green, urban regeneration, trans-
port infrastructure and affordable hous-
ing as the major trends within the GCC. 

“In this year’s GCC Powers of Con-
struction report we can see continua-
tion of many of the trends that were
born out of the global financial crisis,“
stated Omar Fahoum, Deloitte Middle
East Chairman and Chief Executive.
“Prime among these has been the role
of government in injecting funds in a bid
to stimulate their economies. These
funds are being used to target infra-
structure and sustainable development,
thereby directly benefiting the con-
struction sector.” 

Next to an overview of each GCC mar-
ket, the GCC Powers of Construction
2010, also explores issues affecting the
construction industry. According to Cyn-
thia Corby, audit partner and construc-

tion industry
leader at De-
loitte UAE, the
2010 has
been a chal-
lenging year
for the GCC
construction
sector. Partic-
ular contrac-
tors were con-
fronted with
suspended or
cancelled proj-
ects while si-
multaneously

handling increased
competition for new ten-
ders. She added that in
the key markets of
Saudi Arabia, Abu
Dhabi and Qatar, this
competition has been
acuminated by the en-
trance of international
contractors. According
to a separate report by
UAE-based Proleads
Global market research
company, the demand
for construction in the
Middle East is to in-
crease since the indus-
try recovers from the

economic downturn and rise ahead
with major development. According to
Business Monitor International, the
UAE govern- ment spent almost USD
12 bn of its 2010 budget on infrastruc-
ture projects. 

Abu Dhabi alone is likely to spend USD
68 bn from 2010 to 2015 on public
transportation. Therefore the sector is
giving a substantial boost by govern-
ment spending on infrastructure proj-
ects. 

Likewise Ventures Middle East stated
for Saudi Arabia allocated USD 3.17 bn
in its 2010 budget for construction of
roads. In April and May 2010 alone
more than USD 14 bn worth of con-
tracts were awarded in the GCC. The
firm has further forecast  a 10 to 15%
rise in contracts awarded in 2010.  

With this huge number of upcoming
projects in the GCC, manufacturers
and suppliers of plant, machinery and
construction vehicles will have a great
opportunity to capitalize on the regions
construction growth. 

In addition, the sustained government
spending on infrastructure is contribut-
ing to the great potential in the key mar-
kets of Saudi Arabia, Abu Dhabi and
Qatar.  
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Great potential ahead for GCC construction industry

Downtown: “new office buildings and hotels under construction in the new City Centre district”

The New Doha International Airport is designed to handle 50 m passengers a year
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Germany’s Deutsche Bahn (DB) has
received prequalification docu-

ments to consult the preliminary design
of the Doha metro. As the first part of
Qatar’s USD 25 bn railway plan, the
Doha metro will be an important part of
Doha’s infrastructure. 

The metro will include four lanes with
98 stations with a total length of 300 km
running around the city. The railway
lines and infrastructure will be through
tunnels, overhead railways and at
ground level. 

Thus it will connect all important loca-
tions such as Airport Doha, Lusail
urban development area, Education
City and West Bay and the business
and conference centre. The first phase
of Doha metro is the construction of
the red line, which will run from Doha
city to the New Doha International Air-
port. Qatar has a well-developed road
network with highway systems and ex-

pressways as road travel being the ex-
tensive mode of transport. The objec-
tive is to develop attractive, efficient
and reliable public transport in the
country. 

This forms the requirements for a com-
prehensive railway network for future
development in the Greater Doha Area
and in the state on the whole. 

In November 2009, DB signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MoU) with
the local Qatari Diar Real Estate In-
vestment Company to form a joint ven-
ture, Qatar Railways Development
Company (QRDC), for implementing,
developing and managing the concept
design for the railway plan. 

Doha metro is one part of a larger rail-
way network. The wide network design
consists of five modern and flexible rail-
way systems operating across the
GCC. The GCC network, which is cur-

rently in planning stage, will connect
the six member states, Oman, UAE,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and
Bahrain with an estimated 1,940 km
long rail network.

The QRDC will build a long-distance
railway network for passenger and
freight services with connection to the
neighbouring countries Saudi Arabia
and Bahrain. 

It will include a 180km high-speed link
from Doha to Bahrain across the Qatar-
Bahrain Causeway, where trains will
have a maximum speed of 350 km/h; a
325 km freight line, of which 270 km will
be used for passenger services, con-
nected to the planned GCC rail net-
work; a long-distance rail transport line
of about 100 km to Saudi Arabia with
trains reaching top speed up to 200
km/h. When completed Qatar will have
one of the most modern metro and rail-
way networks in the world. 

Qatar’s Public Works Authority
(Ashghal) stated that it will tender

the construction contract for the Lusail
Expressway by 21th December 2010.
The project is worth QR 2.5 bn (ap-
proximately USD 687 m) and will be
tendered as a single deal. 

Jamal Shareeda al-Kaabi, manager of
roads and drainage networks design at
Ashghal, admitted that the Lusail high-
way is a complex project and already
behind schedule. But he added that it
will be tendered within the next 30
days. 

Initially the tenders were due in August
with an expected construction work pe-
riod of 36 months. Therefore, the Lu-
sail Expressway could be completed in
2014. 

With about 16 lanes, some up to two
or three levels, it will be one of the
biggest roads in the region. The Lusail
Expressway will run from Doha city to
Lusail and continue on to the Pearl
spanning 12 km. Included in the route
are three major interchanges, slip
roads, underpasses as well as a bicy-
cle lane. 

According to al-Kaabi, two other major
road projects will be awarded con-
struction deals before 2011. First is the
Dukhan Central which is the second
phase of Dukhan highway worth QR
1.5 bn. Second is the F-Ring road, part
of Doha Expressway, which will extend
from the intersections of Abu Hamur
and Al-Muntazah streets to the New
Doha International Airport. The road
will be about 8 km and include con-

struction of a three-lane dual carriage-
way, four interchanges, infrastructure
and landscape. 

The Orbital highway is another major
project which is planned with Ashghal
currently checking the concept and de-
sign before tendering. The Orbital
highway will run from Ras Laffan in the
north to Masaieed in the south and
therefore become Qatar’s longest
road.  All the mentioned projects can
be seen in the framework of Qatar’s
plans to invest USD 20 bn on new
roads and related drainage and infra-
structure over the coming five years.
Qatar’s investments in huge infra-
structure projects are showing the
country’s ambitions to foster its strate-
gic and logistic importance in the Gulf
countries.

Doha Metro Project moves ahead

Qatar to tender construction contract for 
Lusail Expressway
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Recent strong oil prices have 
increased the projected energy 

investment over the next years in the
Middle East and North Africa (Mena) by
almost USD 65 bn to around USD 615
bn. One of the main five countries in-
cluded in this projected increase is
Qatar. 

The gradual improvement in crude oil
prices in the aftermath of the 2008
global financial crisis is encouraging
regional crude oil producers to bring
shelved projects back online and set
up new hydrocarbon projects, mainly
in crude oil. According to Apicorp, the
Arab Petroleum Investment Corpora-
tion who carried out the study, this 
projection for 2011-2015 was made
against the backdrop of a slowly re-
covering global demand for energy
and gradually stabilising oil prices.  

The recent Arab Petroleum Investment
Corporation (Apicorp) study estimated
the potential capital investment in
Qatar to be around USD 70 bn. The 
percent of shelved or postponed 
projects in Qatar was estimated to be
a relatively high 32%. This is a 4% de-
crease compared with the 36% figure
from the last review. This percentage
must, however, be viewed in context;
the study made the assumption that
the moratorium on the further develop-
ment of the North Field gas reserves
would not be lifted. 

The main conclusions of the study 
reflected a positive outlook, stating
growth of energy investment is ex-
pected to resume and that this recov-
ery will almost certainly be driven by
the power generation sector. The study
did, however, maintain a balanced
view. Although growth is expected to
resume, governments and private 
investors do still face many challenges,
needing to step up private investment
and maintain momentum. One event is
highlighting the need and desire to in-
crease investment in the  energy/
power sector in Qatar and the Arab

countries is the “GCC Power 2010”
conference. This event is taking place
from18th to 20th at the Ritz-Carlton
Hotel in Doha, Qatar and is being
chaired by H.E. Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Energy, who is also
Chairman of Qatar General Electricity
& Water Corporation “KAHRAMAA”,
Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah.

One of the main objectives of the con-
ference is to offer a platform for re-
gional and global platform companies
to identify opportunities and forge part-
nerships. Being the future home of
USD 2.6 bn Energy City, the Middle
East’s first energy business centre, En-
gineer Ali Mohamed Al-Ali, Manager  of
GCC Cigre, described Qatar as the
perfect country to host the event and
emphasize the role of energy in na-
tional development.

This year’s conference is also ex-
pected to be one of the biggest yet and
lead to many strategic partnerships
and networking opportunities. The
event will also feature the 8th Regional
Conference for the National Commit-
tees of CIGRE in the Arab Countries
and the 15th Exhibition of electrical
equipment. 

Some of the themes which will be 
discussed over the course of the three
day event are: privatisation, restructur-
ing of electricity markets, investments,
trade prospects, current technical and
management challenges in the power
generation and distribution industry.
These themes among others will all be
discussed by experts and useful insight
will also be provided on many themes
concerning the electricity industry. The
event will aim to improve contacts and
partnerships, and aid government offi-
cials in making key decisions in the
electricity sector. In a wider sense,
Qatar will also hope to continue 
countering the challenges faced in the
current economic climate and encour-
age resumed growth in the energy and
power sector.

Qatar to invest USD 20 bn
in power, water and 

desalination

Due to increasing demand for elec-
tricity and water in the GCC region,

it is expected that Qatar will invest
more than USD 20 bn in the coming 
decade in the field of power 
generation and water desalination in
addition to expanding transmission and
distribution of electricity and the water 
network. Furthermore, the state consi-
ders creating alternatives to power and
water desalination plants fuelled by oil
and gas and switching to solar and 
nuclear energy.

Consequently, the Power-Gen Middle
East Conference and Exhibition, the 
region’s premier power and water 
conference, held under the patronage
of H.E. Abdullah bin Hamad Al-Attiyah,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Energy and Industry, visited Doha for
the first time from 4th to 6th October
2010. In this context, the significant role
of liquefied natural gas (LNG) as a per-
fect alternative fuel for power genera-
tion in GCC states, as well as its
availability and lower carbon emission,
was emphasized by Sheikh Khalid bin
Khalifa Al-Thani, CEO Qatargas. 

With a capacity to produce 77 m ton-
nes per annum of LNG, Qatar is fast
approaching a big milestone in this 
regard.

Increase in MENA Energy Investment

2nd from right: H.E. Dr. Mohammed Saleh Abdullah Al-
Sada, Minister of State of Energy and Industry, visits 
Qatargas stand at Power-Gen Middle East
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After a short economic break in cri-
sis-ridden 2009, the State of Qatar

is coming back to the forefront of eco-
nomic growth and investment opportu-
nities. By the end of this, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) pro-
jects an increase in Qatari GDP of
18.5% reaching the pre-crisis level of
growth and indicating that the State of
Qatar is the fastest growing economy
in the Middle East. To ensure this, state
officials announced their aim to reach
21% GDP growth during the coming
year 2011.

Although being aware of the fact that
the global crisis is not yet over and
economies are still vulnerable and have
to make adjustments, the State of
Qatar has turned its focus again to the
Qatar National Vision 2030 for sustain-
able development that had been pro-
claimed by H.H. Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al Thani, Heir Apparent of
Qatar in July 2008.

The National Vision has aims to trans-
form Qatar into an advanced country by
2030, capable of sustaining its own de-
velopment and providing  a high stan-
dard of living for its people for 
generations to come. Therefore it pro-
vides a framework within which national
strategies and implementation plans
can be developed.

As a next step for the vision’s imple-
mentation, a committee set up of the
Supreme Council for Economic Affairs
and Investment, which is chaired by
H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al
Thani, will determine target rates from
2014 on. Strategies on how to save
economic growth rates of more than
9% p.a. will be worked out by that
committee consisting of the Prime
Minister, his Deputy and the Ministers
for Foreign Affairs, Energy and Indus-
try as well as Economy and Finance.

The latter, H.E. Yusuf Hussain Kamal,
further explained the current imple-
mentation status of the Qatar National

Vision 2030 at the opening session of
the Qatar Global Investment Forum on
2nd November 2010 in Doha. 

So far, the first phase has been a 
strategy starting from the beginning of
2011 until end of 2016. Its goal is to di-
versify the countries economic 
structure by strengthening Qatar’s per-
formance in three sectors: health, 
education and infrastructure. At first,
these sectors will be considered core
areas in the government budget which
is sche-duled to be issued on 1st April
2011.

According to H.E. Yusuf Hussain
Kamal, 43% of the state budget will be
allocated for infrastructure and the
government will continue spending on
infrastructure projects at the same
rate until 2016. 

Among other sectors, Qatar will invest
tremendously in electricity infrastruc-
ture and water supply management
(see page 10) as well as in infrastruc-
ture for sports facilities, especially in
light of the country’s efforts to host the

World Football Cup in 2022 (see page
12). Other projects are the Qatar-UAE
Causeway, the expansion of the New
Doha Port and the Qatar Railway 
Network. 

Also, Qatar will continue spending in
the education field through the Qatar
Science and Technology Park (QSTP)
in order to create a knowledge-based
economy to ensure the continued long-
term growth. There, professional staff
for diversifying the country’s hydrocar-
bon dominated economy will be edu-
cated and trained next to professionals
in human and social sciences.

Concerning health, the next phases of
the QSTP’s realization are planned to
start after the opening of the first re-
search and medical treatment insti-
tutes, the Qatar Biobank and the Qatar
Cardiovascular Research Institute (see
page 7). Besides, in mid-December the
international medical industry commu-
nity is invited to come to the interna-
tional healthcare congress and
exhibition, Qatar Health 2010, to be
held at the Doha Exhibition Centre. 

Turning the Qatar National Vision 2030 into a reality

The Pearl Island
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Qatar as leading market for ICT investment in Middle East
Within the previous years, Qatar

has become one of the leading
markets for investments in Information
and Communication Technology (ICT)
in the Middle East with a forecasted
growth of 24.5% over the year to come.
Due to governmental initiatives, such
as liberalisation and privatisation of the
telecom industry and setting up of tech-
nology parks, as well as heavy invest-
ments in the development of Internet
infrastructure to compete with the 
global Internet environment, the 
industrial sector in Qatar experiences
not only growth but emerges as a top
tier driver of ICT development and mar-
ket for ICT spend, which has been
granted the highest growth potential in
the world.

Accordingly, the presence of Qatari ICT
companies at GITEX TECHNOLOGY
WEEK, the largest ICT event in the
Middle East and Africa, has increased

by 400% compared to 2009. In the 
framework of the 30th anniversary of
GITEX this year, GITEX TECHNO-
LOGY WEEK ran from 17th to 21st

October 2010 at Dubai International
Convention and Exhibition Centre, and
hosted leading regional and internatio-
nal companies of some of the ICT 
industry’s most respected and experi-
enced professionals, among them 36
German companies. Its largest Qatari
contingent, MEEZA, a Qatar Founda-
tion joint venture and managed IT 
Services and Solutions provider, 
recently won the Award for Best New
Cloud Services in the Middle East.
Meanwhile, Qatar’s independent tele-
communications regulator and govern-
ment’s technology advocate and
facilitator, the Supreme Council of 
Information & Communication Techno-
logy, ictQATAR, accelerates the trans-
formation of Qatar into an information-
based society. Its vision to connect

people to IC-technologies, drive eco-
nomic development and inspire confi-
dence in Qatar's future, leads the 
company to host the Connect Arab
States Summit, which will be held from
28th to 30th November 2010 in Doha.
Additionally, a new operator, Vodafone,
sets the telecom sector for change in
2010, by entering both the fixed-line and
the mobile market and thereby ending
the monopoly of Qatar Telecom (Qtel). 

In this respect, Qatar offers a plenitude
of opportunities to foreign players, such
as security for corporate and govern-
ment networks and Internet services,
IPTV, WiMAX, 3G, mobile operators
and content & application development.
With the Government’s determination
on establishing Qatar as a leading
knowledge-based economy, the deve-
lopment and high spending in various
fields, the Qatari ICT sector promises a
bright future.

Already a total of 1,700 participants
from different parts of the world are said
to have registered. Qatar Health 2010
will showcase advances in healthcare
research and technology, and provide
an international forum for the exchange
of expertise between healthcare pro-
fessionals. 

By building in different sectors, the
State of Qatar will be very able to di-
versify its socio-economic structure in
the future. While hydrocarbons remain
the largest single sector in the econ-
omy, there has already been a signifi-
cant shift away from this dependence
on oil and gas. Qatar’s hydrocarbons
production is set to peak in 2012, with
liquid natural gas output expected to
reach 77m tonnes that year. Therefore,
in the next ten years, the government
is looking to make investment of more
than USD 123.5 bn in the country, with
additional investments abroad also
building on the extensive progress al-
ready made. 

At the Qatar Global Investment Forum,
H.E. Sheikh Abdullah bin Saud Al
Thani, Governor of the Qatar Central
Bank (QCB), stressed the importance
of the QCB’s role for creating a
favourable investment climate in Qatar.
He announced the Central Bank’s plan
to launch the Qatar Credit Information
Centre, starting to support the credit
sustainable growth from December on-
wards. In addition, it will provide the
banking sector with analytical data. 

H.E. Sheikh Abdullah bin Saud Al Thani
noted, that the centre will improve the
security, effectiveness and efficiency of
the banking sector by strengthened
controlling mechanisms and an im-
proved sector structure. These moves
are not only regarded as reactions to
the global financial  crisis which is ob-
served strongly by Qatari financial of-
ficials whose main task at the moment
is to prevent a sudden surge in inter-
est that could cause the eco-nomy to
overheat. In August, Qatar’s reserve

bank had lowered its base rates in an
attempt to discourage high levels of
capital inflow. In mid-October, QCB
said that it was essential to manage
liquidity and maintain stable conditions
in the financial market, with any large
interest rate differential between Qatar
and advanced economies potentially
encouraging these heavy inflows. 

During the crisis, Qatar has invested
more than USD 30 bn in global markets
through the acquisition of assets. That
is why Qatar is highly interested in the
global financial negotiations that had
been taking place at the G20 summit in
Seoul, South Korea, in November.
Being member of the so-called “Triple 3”
(3G) countries, Qatar is able to play an
important role in the post-crisis adjust-
ments of the global financial market.

The 3G is a group of 27 small and me-
dium non-G20 member countries which
was initiated by Singapore and estab-
lished in London in April 2009.
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For the first time, the Qatari leading
edge company on architecture and

design, DOHALAND, presented its
flagship project ‘Musheireb’, the
world’s first sustainable downtown re-
generation project, at the EXPO REAL
in Munich from 4th to 6th October 2010.
The exhibition counts as Europe’s pre-
mier real estate fair of more than 1.500
international exhibitors and visited by
numerous architects, developers and
real estate professionals from around
the world.

DOHALAND, a subsidiary company of
Qatar Foundation for Education, 
Science and Community Develop-
ment, aims at creating cutting edge
urban living concepts based on tradi-
tional Arabian architecture and design,
combined with the social and cultural
heritage of the country. Together with
'Qatar National Vision 2030', a project
led by H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani, Emir of the State of Qatar,
the company aspires to transform
Qatar into an advanced country, which
provides a high living standard for its
people, whilst promising a sustainable
future for the state. With its new 
project ‘Musheireb’, the company
plans on rebuilding a 35-hectare site
in the heart of Doha to transform the
city into a modern, culturally alive and
sustainable capital. 

At the ‘Musheireb’ stand at the EXPO
REAL 2010 in Munich, the company
exhibited various artefacts, images, 
interactive displays and traditional 
elements to demonstrate the country’s
architectural process, progression and
origin, ranging from a traditional 
majlis to the exhibition’s largest archi-
tectural scale model of the treated
area of Doha.

Eng. Issa M. Al Mohannadi, Chief 
Executive Officer of DOHALAND, 
commented on the company’s partici-
pation in EXPO REAL by emphasising
the country’s impact on the interna-
tional stage and the interest on the

Dohaland showcase Musheireb at EXPO REAL 2010 in Munich

Qatar Airways’ global ranking among
more than 200 international air-

lines rose from fourth place last year to
number three in the world. Moreover,
the airline took the title for Best Airline
in the Middle East for a fifth consecu-
tive year. 

At the Skytrax World Airline Awards
2010, that took place in Hamburg,
Qatar Airways won the award for the
World’s Best Business Class and 
Business Class catering. The Airline
further became the first to receive the
Staff Service Excellence Award for the
Middle East. The Awards emphasise
Qatar Airways’ competitiveness and
dominance in a region which is known
for several world-class airlines. 

Qatar Airways also announced plans to
expand flights to Germany to four 
destinations. Currently operating Berlin
and Munich daily and Frankfurt with 10
flights a week, the destination Stuttgart,
known as the ‘cradle of the automobile

industry’, will be served three times a
week, beginning March 2011. Stuttgart,
located in southwest Germany with a
metropolitan area of over five million 
inhabitants is home to automobile 
giants like Mercedes-Benz and
Porsche, which is the majority share-
holder of Volkswagen AG.  Simultane-
ously Qatar Airways will increase its
Services to Munich from daily flights to
11 services a week from April 2011.
With the new flights and addi-
tional service, Qatar Airlines will oper-
ate 31 flights a week non-stop from
Doha to the four destinations across
Germany.

According to Qatar Airways’ Chief 
Executive Officer Akbar Al Baker the
German expansion was long-awaited
and demonstrated the airlines commit-
ment to one of Europe’s biggest and
strategically important markets. Qatar
Airways will therefore operate 182
flights a week to cities across Europe
by March next Year.  

Qatar Airways best airline in Middle East

‘Musheireb’ project shown by visitors
and media alike, focussing on the 
opportunity to represent Qatar as a
promoter for development and sus-
tainability in the region. In addition, he
participated alongside other high 
profile industry experts as a keynote
speaker at the EXPO REAL Forum,
which is considered
to provide the most
significant informa-
tion exchange in
the commercial
Real Estate sector,
as well as granting
insights into the lat-
est developments
and themes of the
Real Estate indus-
try. In this forum,
Eng. Issa M. Al Mo-
hannadi used this DOHALAND stand at Expo Real 2010 in Munich

opportunity to stress on the
‘Musheireb’ project’s function as a role
model for international architecture,
guiding to a sustainable, community
focused, environmentally friendly and
visual masterpiece of modern Qatari
architecture.  
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News in brief
Tender for International Bank of
Qatar headquarter

The International Bank of Qatar (IBQ)
tenders its headquarter building in
Doha and has invited companies to
submit bids for the main construction
contract on the tower project until 12th

December 2010. The tower will be 225
metres high and will contain 32 floors
in addition to five basement levels. 
The total project area will be about
35,000 square metres, located on Al-
Taawon Street, near the Qatar Olymics
building. 

The bank headquarter project is the
second of its kind Doha is currently
tendering. The Qatar National Bank
(QNB) will build its  510 metre high
headquarter containing 101 floors with
total build-up area of 235,000 square
metres. 

The project includes five basement le-
vels, 88,000 square metres of parking,
9,000 square metres for the entrance
and banking hall and 138,000 square
metres of office space. It will be one of
the world’s tallest buildings after its
completion. 

Production starts at QICC cable
plant

Qatar International Cable Company
(QICC), located at Mesaieed Industrial
City, starts commercial production in
the new cable plant, which is focused
on the manufacture of low, medium as
well as low-end and high-voltage
power cables for energy infrastructure
and building projects in addition to
special cables for the oil and gas in-
dustry. 

The new QICC plant is one of the lar-
gest in the MENA region and allows
considerable expansion in production
capacity as demand increases. 

Qatar most competitive in MENA Re-
gion

According to the Global Competitive-
ness Report 2010-2011, released by
the World Economic Forum (WEF),
Qatar is the most competitive economy
in the MENA region. The WEF’s Glo-
bal Competitiveness Index places all
GCC states among the top 40 most
competitive countries in the world, ran-
king Qatar 17th respectively. 

Relatively unharmed by the global 
crisis, Qatar’s strong competitiveness
relies on high-quality institutional 
frameworks, a stable macroeconomic
environment and an efficient goods
market, which will increase economic
growth by 18.5% this year, as the index
projected. 

Other states in the MENA 
region: Saudi Arabia moved up 7 
places to rank 21st, Tunisia sits in 32nd

position, followed by Jordan 65th, Iran
69th, Morocco 75th, Egypt 81st, Algeria
in 86th, Lebanon in 92nd, Syria in 97th

and Libya in 100th ranking.

QCIC to begin operating

The Qatar Credit Information Centre
(QCIC) will start to operate in Decem-
ber 2010. The centre is designated to
support sustainable growth of credit
next to giving analytical data to the 
banking sector. Therefore it is intended
to offer a better investment climate for
domestic as well as foreign investors
by enhancing efficiency and improving
the infrastructure of the banking 
sector. 

The establishment of such comple-
mentary institutions has been accom-
panied by several laws and regulations
for the purpose to help financial stabi-
lity hence to enhance the investment
climate.

Qatar records highest fiscal surplus
in 2009 / 2010

The Global Investment House (GIH)
pronounced the highest budget surplus
of 16% this year in a study on Qatar,
due to a surge in non-oil revenue in the
country. This rise to QR 46.3 bn (ap-
proximately EUR 9,5 bn) is largely at-
tributed to the diversified economy as
non-oil revenues are projected to 
further increase by 39.8%, while total
government revenues are expected to
rise by 9.7% by the end of this year.

Additionally, the country’s GDP per
capita income will reach its peak with
around USD 82.357 and thereby 
maintain Qatar’s position as one of the
wealthiest nations worldwide. 

Service for QGBF-Members:

Important information upon request:

� Industrial development in Qatar
� Generating investment opportunities in

Qatar
� Conducting business events in Qatar
� The regulation of foreign capital  

investment in economic activity

Free for QGBF-MEMBERS

Please return by fax: 
+49 (0)30 - 20641010
or email: qgbf@qatar-german-
business-forum.com

Please send us information on:

Our Membership Number:

Company / Address:
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Job Opportunities
QatarQas
Analyzer Engineer
Condition Monitoring Engineer
Corporate Planning Analyst
Electrical Engineer
Financial Reporting Analyst 
Gas Marketer
Head of Shutdown
Instrument Engineer
Operation Superintendent
OJT Instructor 
Onshore Production Analyst 
Plant Inspector
Reservoir Analyst
Senior Buyer
Senior Corrosion Engineer
Senior Facilities Engineer
Senior Hydrocarbon Allocations 
Engineer 
Senior LNG Sales Administrator
Senior Production & Sales Planner
Simulator Engineer
Simulator Instructor
Technical Superintendent
For more Information please refer to:
http://www.qatargas.com

Qtel 
Technical Officer- Transmission
Assistant Manager – Sales Technical
Support & Development
Senior Manager – Data Switching
Network Administrator
Specialist Fixed Assets
Mechanic 2 Power Plant
Outsource Contract Administrator
Computer Auditor
Senior Technical Auditor
Senior Analyst Business Process
Lead Technical Auditor
Senior Foreman Building Maintenance 
Manpower Planning Specialist 
ICT Senior Manager
For more Information please refer to:
http://www.qtel.qa

Qatar Petroleum 
Technical Planning Advisor
Internal Auditor
Chief Financial Officer
Investment Planning Officer
Strategic Planning Advisor 
Senior Accountant 
Senior Project Evaluator

Economic Analyst
Senior Business Developer
Senior LNG Marketing Specialist
LNG Shipping Specialist
QP LNG Marketing Team Leader
LNG Market Analyst
PR Advisor
Technical Expert
Senior Contracts Engineer
Business Systems Analyst 
Senior Contracts Specialist
Chief Accounting Assistant 
Foreman (Electrical)
Business Relation Officer
Contracts & Materials Coordinator
Process Instructor
For more Information please refer to:
http://www.qp.com.qa

Exhibitions
Qatar Education Fair
Space: 5.000m2

Date: 10-11 Nov. 2010
Web: www.qmdi.com.qa

Doha furniture and Decoration 
Exhibition 
Space: 10.000m2

Date: 10-13 Nov. 2010
Web: www.ug4project.com

Doha 18th Int. Book Fair
Space: 15.000m2

Date: 25 Nov. - 4 Dec. 2010 
Web: www.ifpqatar.com

Special Needs Exhibition
Space: 5.000m2

Date: 12-14 Dec. 2010
Web: www.focusgroup-qa.com

Finance and Investment Exhibition 
Space: 10.000m2

Date: 20-22 Dec. 2010
Web: www.marayaqatar.com 

Tenders
Supply of animal feeds for natural
Reserves for one year for the 
Ministry of Environment
CD: 29/11/2010

Maintenance of Doha roads for the
number of fourteen area for the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs & 
Agriculture
CD: 29/11/2010

Construction and Maintenance of a
park at Industrial areas Dept. loca-
tion for the Ministry of Energy and
Industry 
CD: 06/12/2010

Maintenance of Al Rayyan roads for
the number of thirteen area for the
Ministry of Municipal Affairs & 
Agriculture 
CD: 06/12/2010

Supply of stationery and office 
materials for the General Admini-
stration of Costums 
CD: 19/12/2010

Supply equipment fort he main 
storage for the Supreme Council for
Judiciary
CD: 19/12/2010

Supply of office furniture for a period
of two calendar years Supply-
demand System for the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs & Agriculture
CD: 19/12/2010

The work of maintenance of air 
conditioning for several mosques
zones Umm Salal Mohammed,
Umm Salal Ali 
CD: 19/12/2010

Business Contacts

We would like to publish the following
business enquiry:

company/address/phone/fax/email

Please return to fax: +49 30 20641010
or email:
qgbf@qatar-german-business-forum.com

For further information please contact:
Email: qgbf@qatar-german-business-
forum.com
or Fax: +49 30 20641010
Please give name, company, address, phone,
fax and email

Only for members of NUMOV (German Near
and Middle East Business Association) and
QGBF (Qatar-German-Business-Forum)
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